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This Week in NYC 


Phoenix Theatre launched a three 
prong program aimed at building student 
audiences, It consists of ''Theatre-at-the 
Schools" presentations of scenes from 
famous plays , "Schools-a-the-Theatre" 
offer of half priced tickets to students for 
all Phoenix productions, and ''Saturday- 
at-the-Phoenix" series of pre- matinee 
discussions and demonstrations, ''Theatre 
-at-the-Schools" opened first tour of 15 
NYC high schools this week at Flushing, 
Queens, High School with scenes from the 
medieval play Noah's Wife , Schiller 's 
Mary Stuart, and Chekhov's TheBrute 
presented by Phoenix Repertory Com- 
pany members Jerry Harden, Marcie 
Hubert, Jenny Egan, Lois Kibbie, Nancy 
Acly, First pre-matinee discussion was 
held last week-end with Brendan Gill , 
New Yorker critic, James Clifford, Col- 
umbia University, and director Stuart 
Vaughan discussing current Phoenix 
revival of She Stoops to Conquer. 


Plays 


Two new songs added to Tenderloin 
-«.Face of a Hero opened to $250, 000 
advance sale... come Blow Your Horn 
new comedy by Neil Simon tested this 
summer at Bucks County Playhouse , 
New Hope, Penn to be presented in NY 
in Feb by Mike Ellis- William Hammer- 
stein. Paramount has bought film rights 
musical version by George 
Wright- Robert Forrest will be presented 
next season by Frank Productions, 


Players 


Sidney Blackmer will replace Walter 
Pidgeon, Take Me Along, who will remain 
two more weeks... Alice Ghostley to sub 
for Peggy Cass, Thurber Carnival,Nov 4- 
16...Robert Loggia to replace Jason Ro- 
bards, Jr, Toys in Attic, Nov 14, latter to 
make several Hollywood films... Eddie 
Hodges to portray Henry Fonda's son in 
Critic's Choice...John Boroff replaced 
Bernie West, 49th Cousin , latter left due 
to revision of his role...Heywood Hale 
Broun and Richard McMurray joined Send 
Me No Flowers...Perry Bruskin, stage 
manager of The Hostage , arrested after 
smashing camera and hitting NY News 
photographer trying to photograph "damp" 
curtain speech of author Brendan Behan, 
who is reported to have switched from 
his milk diet to other liquids, Irish play- 
wright spoke to Wed nite audience from 
house, joined cast onstage and returned 
for curtain call, Pictures of the event 
made several NY dailies Page One, 


NYC Calendar 


Behind the Wall- Jan Hus- 10/31 
Amnon Kabatchnik-Robert Jordan pre- 
sent new play by Kenneth Green with 
Bennye Gatteys, Charles Saari, Alan 
Scharf, Claude Gersene, staged by Kab - 
atchnik, 


Kukla, Burr and Ollie- Hotel 
Astor- Kuklapolitan Room- 10/ 31, Joel 
Schenker-Cheryl Crawford present Burr 
Tillstrom's puppets, score by Caesar 
Giovannini-Jack Fascinato-, Special 
week-end matinees for children, 


She Stoops to Conquer- Phoenix 
11/1, Phoenix Theatre presents first 
repertory production of season staged 
by Stuart Vaughan with Donald Madden, 
Gerry Jedd, Albert Quinton 


The Unsinkable Molly Brown- 
Winter Garden 1173. Theatre Guild-Dore 
Schary present new musical with book by 
Richard Morris, score by Meredith Will- 
son, directed by Schary with TammyGrimes 
Harve Presnell, Mony Dalmes, Cameron 
Prud'humme, 


The Rape of the Belt- Beck- 11/5 
Harriet Parsons-Charles Hollerith, Jr- 
Paul Vroom present new comedy by Benn 
Levy with Constance Cummings, Joyce 
Redman, Peggy Wood, Philip Bosco, Al- 
bert Marre replaced Alan Schneider as 
director during Boston tryout. 


The Mousetrap- Maidman 11/5 
Robert Feldstein-Spice Wood Enterprises 
present Agatha Christie mystery play, now 
in 8th year inLondon, directed by Adrian 
Hall, with Angela Thornton, Barry Newman 


Man and Superman- Gate 11/6 
Gate Repertory- Vincent Spar present 
second production of repertory season 
directed by Matt Conley, postponed 
from previous week, 


Playhouses 


7 30 PM Wed curtain experiment 
ended by League of NY Theatres after 
seventh week, Starting next Wed all 
Broadway productions will be presented 
at the regular 8 30 and 8 40 times, "Slack 
business at the box-office" and the fact 
that it did not attract suburbanites in suf- 
ficient numbers given as reason, though 
some producers were ready to continue 
the experiment a little longer. It was 
originated Sept 7 as a result of "Playbill" 
polls requesting an early curtain. David 
Merrick shifted his six shows back to the 
8 30 start Oct 12, Several seasons ago a 
similiar experiment lasted two weeks. 


Off Broadway 


A Country Scandal closed after 203 
performances, Sign of Jonah after 53 ... 
Marcus in the High Grass by William Gunn 
to be presented Nov 21 at Greenwich Mews 
directed by Brian Shaw. Donogoo set back 
to Dec 19... Twin bill of The American 
Dream by Edward Albee and Bartleby opera 
by William Flanagan to be presented Nov 28 
by Richard Barr-Clinton Wilder... Whisper 
to Me by Greer Johnson to be presented Nov 
2T at Players by Manya Starr with Dorothy 
Sands, Ruth WhiteMary Finney... Borak, new 
play on Civil War,to be presented Dec 13 at 
Martinque with Frank Silvera. Alan Fletcher, 
Carnegie Tech, to direct. 


Dead End Equity Library Theatre 
production which was cancelled by managing 
director Lyle Dye, Jr and whose decision 
was backed by a special Council meeting 
will be presented for free performances Oct 
30-Nov 6 at 4lst St Theatre...On the Way to 
Capetown a new play on modern Africa to 
be presented Nov 9-12 at Masters Institute , 
103rd & Riverside Drive for free workshop 
performances by Studio Three with an Equity 
cast in new play by Joel Wyman, , 


Lincoln Center 


Plan for NY City and NY State to 
each contribute $15 million to Lincoln Cen- 
ter for Performing Arts as part of their 
1964 NYC World's Fair exhibits announced, 
Proposal would have NY State construct the 
Deama and-Operetta Theatre, which would 
be used by units of NY City Center of Music 
and Drama, and NY City construct the Rep- 
ertory Theatre- Library Musuem building 
which would also house the Theatre Collect- 
ion of the NY Public Library. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Period of Adjustment film rights 
acquired by MGM... Under the Yum Yum 
Tree film version to be made by Columbia 
.«.Dean Martin to portray leading role in 
Toys in the Attic film version... Winkel- 
berg by Ben Hecht to be filmed by Hecht's 
Rex Productions in Greenwich Village. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"A Pictorial History of the Amer- 
ican Theatre" edited by Dan Blum pub - 
lished by Chilton Company ($10.50) ... 
"The London stage 1660-1800Part II 1700 
-1729" edited by Prof Emmett Avery, Wash- 
ington State Univ, published by Southern 
Illinois Univ. Press. 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


ANTA Matinee Series- De Lays 10/25, 3 pros- 
Times, Post, World Telegram & Sun- filed on single mat- 
inee performance of three short plays presented by Greater 
NY Chapter of ANTA as first program of fifth matinee sea- 
son. Plays included--Embers by Samuel Beckett, Nekros 
by Harry Tierney, Jr, and Fam and Yam by Edward Albee- 
all directed by Richard Barr. Gelb, Times, rated them as 
a long character study by Beckett, an overwrought case his- 
tory by Tierney, and ea mildly diverting spoof of playwrights 
by Albee . Times aisle-sitter noted that director Barr did 
a good job, but his touch at times was anything but sure; he 
picked James Pritchett who appeared in first and last play- 
let as a notably able actor. Herridge, Post , thought the 
Beckett piece less successful than similiar Krapp's Last 
Tape, Albee's short comedy a delight from line to line , 
played with adept timing and skillful sense of comedy by 
Pritchett and Eugene Van Heckle, and the Tierney play a 
strangely cruel piece, both uneven and forceful with espec- 
ially excellent acting by Arthur Anderson, Aston, WTS, 
raved over fine acting in all the one act plays, a director's 
field day . He recommended the Albee playlet as ideal for 
the night club circuit, though the Tierney piece with trem- 
endous punch has some lines too crude for any but esoteric 
groups. 


My Son and I- Yiddish Anderson- 10/22. 4 pros- 
Times, Herald Tribune, News, Post- filed on English- Yiddish 
musical with book by Herman Yablokoff, music by Sholom Se- 
cunda, lyrics by Bella Mysell, directed by Yablokoff with 
Henrietta Jacobson, Jayne Leskin, Brucie Adler and Yablo- 
koff. Shepard, Times, enjoyed show that had something for 
everyone and because the dialogue fluctuates evenly between 
English md Yiddish he felt the linguistically ungifted observer 
will have little difficulty understanding it. For all its troubles 
it is a pleasant work, he summed, Kupferberg, Herald Tribune, 
admitted Shakespeare it's not, but it is a dramatically robust 
and richly comic play with fine music ranging from the light- 
hearted to the liturgical. Davis, News, approved of product- 
ion that has a nostalgic Yiddish flavor that hasn't been seen 
on Second Ave for years, Rosenberg, Post, recommended 
the mixture of laughter and tears that brings back memories 
of the pattern of Yiddish plays of yesteryear, a moving and 
highly emotial drama with some excellent musical numbers, 


An Evening of Mort Sahl and Limeliters - 
Town Hail 10722, Funke, Times, enjoyed evening of 
comic and trio of singers, currently on nationwide tour, 
Trio consisting of Lou Gottlieb, Alex Hassilev and Glenn 
Yarbrough are excellent with excellent material and fill 
the bulk of the first half of the evening, reviewer okayed. 
Sahl is at the top of his form, Times man marked, The 
political conventions and the current campaign are his 
principal preoccupations, What he has to say about both 
sides is, as usual, piercing, biting, sardonic and amusing. 
Sahl is the best political satirist to operate on the Amer- 
ican scene since Will Rogers. 


(( Late Reviews on Supplement )) 


INTER - 


VIEW 


HI-LITES 


DAVID MERRICK does not care for Herald Tribune 
critic Walter Kerr or his reviews, he told Graham, Mirror, Pro- 
ducer feels the critic's wife is responsible for them, nudging 
him, making her comments. An absolutely pure reviewer should 
come alone, Merrick suggested...Do Re Mi may be Merrick's 
last big musical he told Robb, World Telegram & Sun, He is 
going to do small and simplified musicals with casts of 20- 25 
rather than the current 75 . Producer would love to present 
some good new American plays, but there simply aren't any 
around, 


WILLIAM BENDIX, who replaced Jackie Gleason in 
Take Me Along, admits he is following the latter's advice in 
the comedy scenes of the musical, he told Hammond, Post, This 
is Bendix first NY appearance in 21 years when he appeared as 
the cop in The Time of Your Life ,his first hit after six flops. 
+e» Though he has never done a Broadway musical, never danced 
nor sung before, Bendix figures that if Gleason could do it, he 
can, he told Shannon, World Telegram & Sun, Having a good voice 
for his present role would be a handicap. 


JACK GELBER, author of The Connection , plans aud- 
ience participation in his next production The Apple, also to be 
presented by the Living Theatre, he told Gelb, Times, Members 
of the audience will be able to buy coffee from the cabaret set 
on stage during the intermissions and maybe during the action 
of the play, Author hopes his new play will hit just as hard at 
the phonies as his current work, 


MARIANNE MANTELL, co-partner of Caedman Records 
now planning a full series of Shakespeare productions on records, 
feels that such productions must be made in England, she told 
Stix, Herald Tribune. In NY you could get your stars by just sitting 
in Sardi's, but you cannot get a good supporting cast. In every play 
in NY you find at least one player who sticks out like a sore thumb. 


MENASHA SKULNIK, The 49th Cousin, does not classify 
himself as a rich man but does not need to have jobs in the theatre, 
though the truth is that he is miserable without an audience, he told 
Ross, Herald Tribune, For 40 years he has heard people laughing at 
him in theatr so he took a chance with this play in the hopes that 
they would laugh at him, The play isn't Chekhov, but it has depths. 


EDWARD ALBEE , author of The Zoo Story, marks him- 
self as not ostentatiously angry, he told Fields, Mirror, But he 
would be a clod not to be annoyed at the non-thinkers, their atti- 
tudes, cruelty, insensitivity, wanton and intentional stupidity. The 
best way he knows to met them is to write about them, 


ROBERT DUBIN, director of Center for Research in 
Marketing, Peekskill, NY, who is testing pre-opening audience 
reaction to Behind the Wall as he did earlier at A Country Scan- 
dal, discovered earlier in the run of the latter at The Greenwich 
Mews Theatre that the educational and social levels of the aud- 
iences to the Off Broadway play were the same as on Broadway. 
But after several months of playing the audiences comprimised 


mostly students and relatively poorer theatregoers, he toldCalta, 
Times, 


YVONNE MITCHELL, The Wall, likes actors as friends, 
she told Wahls, News. She feels as though they are all her brothers 
and sisters, Rehearsals are like a nursery in which they all make 
first steps and continually fail in front of one another. English 
actress is married to Derek Monsey, film and drama critic of 
London Sunday Express, 


ALFRED LYNCH, The Hostage, does not want to stay 
too long in NY he told Herridge, Post. He portrayed the same 
role in the London production for nine months, and there are a 
lot of good new plays in London he would like a chance at, Young 
actors shouldn't stay too long in one part, the 28 year old said, 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


CREATIVE WRITING NEED... Counting only five current 
Broadway plays as originally written for theatre--- 
Best Man, Bye Bye Birdie, Tenth Man, Music Man 
and Toys in the Attic- McClain, Journal American, 
charges that fine new American plays are being 
written which are not being assessed imaginatively. 
Critic is not prepared to believe that the NY stage 
has reached such an oblivion of creative endeavor 
and warned that unless the right new plays are pro- 
duced the Broadway theatre needs a new set of pro- 
ducers with guts. 


COLUMN TIPS...Bea Lillie working on musical dramatiz- 
ation of her career to be entitled Bea-Ography, notes 
Lyons, Post... Florence Henderson will win national 
company lead of Sound of Music, bets Wilson Post... 
Death of a Salesman opera version due next season 
notes Gardner, Herald Tribune... Lauren Bacall - 
Jason Robards, Jr headlines jumped box office take 
of Toys in Attic, reports Winchell, Mirror, 


OLD FASHIONED IDEAS...The function of the theatre and 
all outlets of show business is that they were intend- 
ed to afford us entertainment, explains Sobol, Journal 
American, as his old fashioned idea, Columnist does 
not see much entertainment in the strange stage do- 
ings in either The Hostage or Irma La Douce , and 
reminds that most of the current Broadway hits har- 
bor no indecencies, male or female, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX,..2 readers approved of the already de- 
funct 7 30 Wed curtain, both NYC residents. Times 
reader reminded critics that not all New Yorkers 
live in Manhattan, and hoped that practice would be 
extended to two nights per week. Herald Tribune 
reader marked 7 30 curtain as first break the thea- 
tregoer has received in a long time allowing time for 
a leisurely drink before the curtain and dinner after 
without rushing. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Equity Library cast of Dead End 
admired by Watts, Post for the fight they put up for 
their production...Hottest revue in town is Green- 
wich Village, USA _ rates Aston, World Telegram& 
Sun... New way to establish a house record with a 
successful new show is to peg the price scale higher 
than the previous record holder, notes Davis, News. 


EVER YBODY"'S A CRITIC...David Merrick does not deserve 
his reputation for unpleasantness, comments Wilson, 
Post. Half the time the producer is kidding for he has 
a brillant sense of humor, 


SECOND GUESSES...A Taste of Honey , afunny, distressing 
and finally touching evening, is not controlled by the 
shape or length or beat of the scenes the actors play, 
but its pulse is controlled by the small jazz combo 
onstage, always in view, restlessly ready to interrupt 
and alter the rhythm of what is going on, surmises 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, who forsees this interesting 
device for cutting corners to be used in many plays. 
++.The Wall's direction by Morton Da Costa went be- 
yong a play and comes close to staging what amounts 
to a tide in the affairs of society, states Aston, Wald 
Telegram & Sun, 


THEATRE RECORD COMMENTS,..One Man in His Time, 
John Gielgud's sequel to "Ages of Man" recording, 
by Columbia Records, recommended by Lask, Times 
and Aston, World Telegram & Sun.,.Irma La Douce 
original cast album (Columbia) is disarming, the 


tunes are not particularly distinguished, but their 
rhythms are saucy and the arrangements are spark- 
ling, rates Watt, News. 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


Face of a Hero is another dull "Southern" with a 
stage-full of stereotype characters doing just what is ex- 
pected, For some unknown reason the original French 
scene of the novel has been switched to a small US village, 
and this may be the root of the trouble, The unusual moral 
judgement underlying the theme is only hinted at, never ex- 
plored, 


* * 


ANTA Matinee Series first program of three short 
plays presented at Theatre De Lys, directed by Richard 
Barr made an interesting program of theatre, be it afternoon 
or evening. Superbly acted and directed the three vastly diff- 
erent scripts gave the audience much to ponder about, and 
gave the actors and director much to work with, The casts 
of excellent young actors is evidence again of the current vice 
of casting the same handful of players over and over, regard- 
less of talent. For all concerned the first program of the fifth 
season of the ANTA Matinee Series was a success and worthy 
of being repeated at a convenient evening hour. 


* * 


1964 NYC World's Fair may yet have theatre. Not on 
the site, but 10 miles away at the forthcoming Lincoln Center 
for the Performing Arts, But theatre fans, as well as the 
theatre industry, must support the creative proposal of mak- 
ing the two legit theatres of the Lincoln Center parts of both 
the NY State and NY City Fair exhibits. The $15 million asked 
from both the State and City would be the cheapest tax money 
ever used for construction of worthwhile projects that will 
give enjoyment to millions for many years to come, 


* * 


The failure of the League of NY Theatre members to 
stick to their original decision of a full season's experiment 
of the 7 30 PM Wed curtain is a disappointment, especially 
when it appeared as late as last week that they were going to 
withstand the pressure of assorted restaurant owners and/ or 
David Merrick. The noble try lasted seven weeks this year, or 
five weeks longer than the last previous attempt. To the cur- 
rent shows the change cannot possibly make the least bit of 
difference in a single week's run. The hits will still be hits, 
and the flops will still be flops, no matter what time they start. 
But to the many theatre fans who were looking forward to attend- 
ing 7 30 PM curtains in the future, both visitors and commuters 
and NYC residents who live in Queens, Brooklyn and Bronx, the 
lack of faith in keeping a much publicized promise will just add 
another grievance to the long list of reasons why many only go 
to NY theatres on special events. 90% of the letters to the editor 
published in NY papers in recent weeks were solidly in favour of 
the defunct curtain time. 


* 


Phoenix Theatre long-range plan of attracting student 
audiences must be applauded by every theatre buff and might 
well be copied by other established groups, Developing its own 
audience trained in a varied program of theatre can only help 
all producers of serious drama, 


* * 


A TV program this week revealed a mechanical monster 
able to write a plot for a western on a digital computer, Theatre, 
per usual,is four steps ahead of TV for the machine made plot 
has been standard fare in most bedroom comedies for years. 


* 
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BALCONY 


BROADWAY 


159 Bleecker 


3 Pro- Times, Post, WTS 


Circle $4.50 3/3/60 GR 3-4950 3 Con- H Trib, News, J Am 
Theatre Fact Chart presents up-to-minute data on current business and critical reaction 
DANCE OF DEATH 4 St Marks 2 Pro- Times, WTS 
k-end d i dates 
Broadway and Off Broadway shows. Top week-end prices and opening date Key $3.60 9/13/60 GR 58-9748 
SUBSCRIBERS ONLY may write or phone for any other specific critical data and/or for ~ ‘0 
specific details of late NYC reviews and Out of Town tryout reviews. t Marks $3. / ss jon- Post- No mirror 
"C"- Critical- figures refer to percentage of PRO votes filed by 7 NYC daily newspaper 
reviewers, PRO means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating even- ne $4, A3/ _ one rib, News 
i i iti i i i b i t t. 
ing, not if critic predicted if show would be a commercial hit (earn back investmen ) GREENWICH VILLAGE USA 1 Sher Sq § Bee- i Tei, Nowe, 3 Aen, Poet, WT 
1 Sher Sq $4.50 9/28/60 UN 9-1334 1 Con- Times- No Mirror 


"B". Business- figures refer to percentage of gross ticket sales last week and indicates 
current availability of tickets, Figures that follow , all in thousands of dollars, are gross 
capacity (CAP) and corrected Variety grosses of past week and preceding weeks. Thus 
100% B- Cap $80--$80 $76 $75 -means show was a sellout last week at $80,009 , the prev- 
ious week's gross was $76, 000, etc 


FANTASTICKS 
Sullivan $4.60 5/3/60 


HERE COMES CLOWNS 


181 Sullivan 
OR 4-3838 


100-7th Av S 


5 Pro- 
1 Con- H Trib- No Mirror 


4 Pro- Times, News, Post, J Am 


Actors Play $4.60 9/19/60 OR 5-1036 3 Con- H Trib, Mir, WTS 
KRAPPS LAST TAPE 162-2nd Av 6 Pro- No Mirror 
BECKET 246 W 44 90% C- 4 raves-1 Con- Times Cricket $4, 50 1/14/60 OR 4-3960 
St James $7, 50 10/5/60 LA 4-4664 100% B- Cap $59--$57 $59 $59 
LA RONDE 110 E 59 1 Pro- WTS (rave) 
BEST MAN 235 W 45 100% C- 7 pro- 3 raves T Marquee $3.90 5/9/60 PL 3-2575 5 Con- All mild- No Mirror 
Morosco $7, 50 3/31/60 CI 6-6230 100% B- Cap $40--$40 $41 $38 $34 $36 
LEAVE IT TO JANE 99-7th Av S 5 Pro- 
BYE BYE BIRDIE 152 W 54 90% C- 1 Con-Times-rest all raves Sher Sq $5 5/25/59 CH 2-9244 2 Con- H Trib, News 
54th St $8.60 4/14/60 JU 6-3787 100% B- Cap $57--$57-Moved Beck 
LITTLE MARY SUNSHINE 126-2nd Av 6 Pro- 4 raves-No Mirror 
FACE OF HERO 230 w 49 10% C- 1 Pro- Post Orpheum $4, 95 11/18/59 OR 4-8140 
O Neill $7. 50 10/20/60 CI 5-9442 Cap $45 
MY SON & I 66-2nd Av 4 Pro-Times, Trib, News, Post 
FIORELLO 235 Ww 44 100% C- 5 raves-Post, WTS milder book Anderson $4, 60 10/22/60 OR 4-1076 English- Yiddish musical 
Broadhur st $9. 40 11/23/59 Cl 6-6699 100% B- Cap $58--$58 $58 $58 $57 $58 
SHEPER DS ON SHELF 320 W 57 3 Pro- Mirror, J Am, WTS 
49th COUSIN 215 W 49 See Supplement for Digests Blackfrairs $3 10/14/60 CI 7-0236 
Ambass $6.90 10/27/60 CO 5-1855 Cap $32 
SHOE MAKER & PEDDLER 334 E74 2 Pro- H Trib, WTS 
GYPSY 249 W 45 100% C- 7 pro- J Am milder on book East 74 $4.60 10/14/60 LE 5-5557 3 Con- Times, Post, J Am 
Imperial $9.40 5/21/59 CO 5-2412 95% B- Cap $64--$59 $64 $50 $43 $51 
3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris 3 Pro- Times,H Trib, Post 
HOSTAGE 138 W 48 60% C- 4 Pro- H Trib, Post, Mir, WTS De Lys $4.95 9/20/54 WA 4-8782 
Cort $7.50 9/20/60 CI 5-4289 50% B- Cap $40--$21 $22 $22 $20 $24 
LIVING REPERTORY 530-6th Av Connection-5 con-1 pro Post 7/5/59 
IRMA LA DOUCE 236 W 45 90% C- 1 Con- H Trib Living $3.45 CH 2-4569 Theatre Chance-!l pro-Post 6/22/60 
Plymouth $8.60 9/28/60 CI 6-9156 100% B- Cap $49--$49 $49 $ $48 $48 
LA PLUME 242 W 45 100% C- 6 raves- Times milder 
Royale $8.05 11/11/58 CI 5-5760 90% B- Cap$45--$40 $42 $35 $30 $35 
MIKE & ELAINE 246 W 45 100% C- 7 pro for 2 person revue 
Golden $6, 90 10/8/60 CI 6-6740 100% B- Cap $30--$31 $30 NYC THEATRE CALENDAR 
MIRACLE WORKER 137 W 48 100% C- 5 raves-Times, WTS milder 
Playhouse $7. 50 10/19/59 CI 5-6060 100% B- Cap $36--$36 $36 $33 $28 $32 Invitation to a March- M Box 10/29 Tiger Rag- T Marquee- 12/? 
Behind the Wall- Jan Hus- 10/31 
MUSIC MAN 1681 Bway 100% C- 6 raves- H Trib milder Kukla, Burr & Ollie- Astor Hotel 10/31 
Broadiway $8.05 12/19/57 CI 7-7992 60% B- Cap $73--$52 Moved Majestic Conquering Hero-ANTA 1/5 
She Stoops to Conquer- Phoenix 11/1 Rhinoceros- 1/5 
MY FAIR LADY 235 W 51 100% C- 7 raves Play-News OK P Char. Unsinkable M Brown- W Garden 11/3 Show Girl- 1/14 
Hellinger $8.05 3/15/56 PL 7-7064 80% B- Cap $70--$56 $58 $51$48 $51 $52 Rape of the Belt- Beck- 11/5 Love & Death- 1/15 
The Mousetrap- Maidman 11/5 
SOUND OF MUSIC 205 Ww 46 90% C- 1 Con- H Trib- 3 raves Man & Superman- Gate 11/6 I'm With You- 2/1 
Lunt $9.90 11/16/59 JU 6-5555 100% B- Cap $75--$76 $76 $76 $76 $76 Hedda Gabler- 4th St 11/9 Faust- C Center 2/7 
Period of Adjustment- Hayes -11/10 Once Was a Russian- 2/8 
TAKE ME ALONG 225 W 44 90% C- 1 Con- Mir- 2 raves-News, WTS Rosemary- York- 11/14 13 Daughters- 2/9 
Shubert $9. 40 10/22/59 Cl 6-5910 90% B- Cap $64--$58 $52 $52 $45 $53 Under Yum Yum Tree- Miller 11/16 Comedie Francaise-C Center 2/21 
Advise & Consent- Cort- 11/17 The Caretaker- Miller 2/? 
TASTE OF HONEY 149 W 45 80% C- 2 Con- News, Mir Whisper to Me- Players- 11/21 Red Roses for Me- G Mews 2/? 
Lyceum $6, 90 10/4/60 JU 6-9854 65% B- Cap $32--$23 $21 $17 Marcus in the High Grass-G Mews 11/21 
Dream Play- T East- 11/22 
TENDERLOIN 226 W 46 30% C- 2 Pro- News, WTS (raves) Taffy- 1/23 7? 
46th St $8.60 10/17/60 Cl 6-4271 90% B- Cap $65--$61 Tree Grows in Brooklyn-Bar PI 11/28 
American Dream & Bartleby- 11/28 
TENTH MAN 222 W 45 100% C- 7 pro-2 raves-Times, News All the Way Home- Belasco- 11/30 
Booth $7.50 11/5/59 CI 6-5969 65% B- Cap $32--$22 $24 $22 $17 $19 Love & Libel- 11/30 
THURBER CARNIVAL 245 W 52 100% C- 6 raves- Mir milder Little Moon Alban- Longacre- 12/1 
ANTA $7.50 2/26/60 CI 6-6270 45% B- Cap $49--$22 $28 $27 $20 $24 Camelot- Majestic- 12/3 
Send Me No Flowers- Atkinson 12/5 
TOYS IN ATTIC l4l W 44 100% C- 5 raves-Times, J am milder Borak- Martinque- 12/13 
Hudson $7, 50 2/25/60 JU 6-2237 65% B- Cap $40--$25 $27 $25 $17 $21 Critic's Choice- Barrym 12/14 
Wildcat- Alvin- 12/15 
THE WALL 208 W 41 40% C- 3 Pro- raves-Times, News, WTS Donogoo- G Mews- 12/19 
Rose $7. 50 10/11/60 WI 7-5510 60% B- Cap $46--$25 $30 What a Killing- York 12/22 
Do Re Mi- St James- 12/26 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST SERVICE- 
now in its llth year to theatre teachers, students, professionals - 
college drama departments, community theatres, college and 

public libraries--presents each week of the year a concise 15 
minute summary of all theatre news,commen s, reviews, etc-- 
published in the past week's 2100 pages of 7 NY C daily newspapers. 
Plus weekly "Outer Broadway Theatre Letter” supplement giving 
exclusive coverage of outstanding College, Community, Summer 


"CD" PROS & CONS 

PROS: Becket, Best Man, Bye Bye Birdie, Gypsy, Hostage, La Plume, Miracle Worker 
Music Man, My Fair Lady, Take Me Along, Taste of Honey, lhurber Carnival 
Toys in Attic, The Wali, West Side Story 


Balcony, Deep are Roots, Drums Under Window, Greenwich Village USA 
Krapps Last Tape, Leave it to Jane, Little Mary Sunshine, 3 Penny Opera 


__ $25 check theatre productions coast to coast. Also free critical research on 
CONS: Face of a Hero, Sound of Music, Tenderloin, Tenth Man : specific data and/or specific details of late NYC theatre reviews 
: Here Comes Clowns, La Ronde __ Bill Co and Out of Town tryout reviews via mail, phone. $25 per year for 


full service, Back volumes available from Oct 1956-$25 each., 
"CD" is the perfect theatre gift. 
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OUTER BROADWAY 


THEATRE LETTER 


Community---- Summer 


Oct 31,1960 Vol XII No 32 The Weekly Supplement of "Critical Digest''-139 E 47, NYC El 5-6894-$25 per year for full "CD"'Service 


College Theatre 


Dickinson College, Carlisle, Penn 
to present Judith Anderson with its Arts 
Award for "Distinguished Achievement in 
the Theatre" Nov ll, Award consists of a 
cash prize of $1000 and ceramic medallion, 


Up from Everest anew comedy 
by George Hitchcock to be presented Nov 
11-20 by Long Island University Theatre , 
Felix St Playhouse, Brooklyn... Little 
Theatre, Adelphi College, Garden City, NY 
to open season Nov 2 with The Great God 
Brown...Andrew Prine to be ANTA guest 
star in Univ of Conn production of Romeo 
and Juliet. 


Agamennon outdoor presentation 
by Queens Revels, Columbia University at 
Low Memorial Library plaza opened in 
40 degree evening with 100 in audience, 


Community Theatre 


Barnett Owen, director of the 
Cherry County Play house, Traverse City, 
Mich summer theatre to be director this 
season of Theatre Nashville, Nashville, 
Tenn. Stars will be used in alternate pro- 
ductions of the community theatre starting 
with next production, The Curious Savage 
with Zazu Pitts. 


Little Theatre Organization of 
Holmdale, NJ formed as non-profit group 
which will donate proceeds from annual 
Mar play to community projects, 


New Theatres 


Patchogue, NY, Theatre planned 
by Jaymike Musto to open May 15 seating 
908 to be used for revues, ballet, opera 
and pre-Broadway tryouts. 


Roslyn, NY, Theatre opens Nov 
30 with scheduled one week run of Two 
for the Seesaw with Robin Bain and Al 
Bernie, Producers Arthur Whitelaw - 
Preston Fischer-Ronald Lesser hope to 
start year round production with Equity 
casts in Feb, each show running three 
weeks, 


Winter Repertory 


Actors Workshop, San Francisco, 
has raised $35, 00 of the required $47, 000 
needed to match Ford Repertory program 
grant, Winter season to include new pro- 
ductions of Bang the Drum Slowly by Mark 
Harris, Twinkling of an Eye by Hamilton 
Wright and Guy Andros, and The Rocks 
Cried Out by Miriam Stovall, 


Summer Playhouses 


Waterside Theatre, Manteo, N.C, 
site of The Lost Colony outdoor drama 
almost completely destroyed by recent hur- 
ricane Donna and requires $40,000 in re- 
pairs. 


Shakespeare 


Stratford, Ont, Shakespeare Fest- 
ival signed Eleanor Stuart to portray lead- 
ing role in Coriolanus next summer, 


London 


Chin-Chin with Celia Johnson 
and Amthony Quayle to open Nov 3 at 
Wyndham's Theatre, staged by US director 
Howard Sacker... Candida closed four month 
run,..The Visit with the Lunts closed after 
18 week run... Masterpiece by Gordon Rus- 
sell- Larry Ward starring Anton Walbrook 
to be presented Jan 23 at Royalty Theatre , 
directed by Henry Kaplan, prior to NY try. 


Road Tours 


The Best Man West Coast com- 
pany closed after three month run to a loss 
of $55,000, 


The Connection national com - 
pany will be presented by Living Theatre 
on 40 city tour starting in Feb on West 
Coast. 


Forthcoming Tours 


Critic's Choice- Wilmington 11/9, 


Boston 11714, Philadelphia 11/28 


Do Re Mi- Philadelphia 11/7 , 


Boston 11728 


Conquering Hero- New Haven 11/19 
Washington 11/28 


Show Girl- Philadelphia 11/14, 
Wilmington 11/30, New Haven 12/5, Toronto 
12/12, Boston 12/26 


Once There Was a Russian- Wil- 
8, Philadelphia 


mington 


Love & Libel- Detroit 11/7 
Boston ll 


i> 


Calendar-Tryouts 


Advise & Consent- Walnut, 
Philadelphia 


Camelot- Shubert, Boston 
10/27 


Little Moon of Alban-Forrest 


Philadelphia 10723 


Love & Libel- Royal Alex- 


andria, Toronto 11/2 


Period of Adjustment-Shybert 
New Haven- 10 


Under the Yum Yum Tree- 


National, Washington 10/31 


Wildcat- Erlanger, Philadelphia 
10/29 


Current Tour Calendar 

Andersonville Trial- Delmar 
Audit, Corpus Christi /\, Music 
Hall, Houston 11/2-11/3, McAlllster, San 
Antonio 11/4/6. 


At the Drop of a Hat- Nixon- 
Pittsburgh 


Destry Rides Again- Philharmon- 
ic, Los Angeles 


Fiorello- Shubert, Caicago 9/6 


Five Finger Exercise-Colonial 
Boston 10 


Flower Drum Song- American 
St Louis 3 


Majority of One- Erlanger, Chic- 
ago 9/26 


Music Man- Auditorium, Louis- 
ville 10/31 


My Fair Lady-O Keefe, Toronto 
10/31 


Once Upon a Mattress- Biltmore, 
Los Angeles 10/24 


Raisin in the Sun- Hanna, Cleve- 
land 10/3 


Three Penny Opera- New Music 
Los Angeles 


World of Suzie Wong- Richmond 
10/31. 
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FAMOUS FIRST NIGHTS 


State of the Union-Hudson- 11/14/45-9/13/47. 9 pros- 
unanimous- filed on new comedy by Howard Lindsay and Rus- 
sel Crouse presented by Leland Hayward, directed by Bret - 
aigne Windust with Ralph Bellamy, Ruth Hussey, Minor Wat - 
son, Myron McCormick, Kaye Johnson, Political comedy ran 
765 performances and won the Pulitizer Prize for the 1945-46 
season. Though all praised play and players, several differ - 
ed on pacing of second and third acts, 


1945 production cost $50,000, though $75,000 was raised 
for investment. During the summer prior to production title 
was switched to I'd Rather be Left but reverted to original by 
time rehearsals started. During the Detroit tryout Howard 
Lindsay subbed one night for ailing Minor Watson, while dur- 
ing NY run Kay Francis replaced Ruth Hussey late in the run, 
former's first NY stage role since 1928 in Elmer the Great, 
Originally production was planned as a political play based on 
Wendell Willkie for Helen Hayes. The headlines read onstage 
were kept up-to-date nightly by a backstage newsticker, 


Times- Lewis Nichols- good play, cast perfectly with 
wonderfully funny lines and situations, Enough sentiment to 
keep it from becoming farce, enough idea to show that its 
heart is in the right place. 


Herald Tribune- Howard Barnes- literate, amusing 
comedy to renew wavering faith in theatre. Happy combinat- 
ion of wit and sense makes playgoing the delight it should be, 
Excellent cast, sensitive direction, written wisely and well, 


News~ John Chapman- current state of theatre enriched 
by adult, witty play. But show is too long and pace falters with 
a weak ending having too many characters having too much to 
say. Small editing job should turn the trick, Acting is on high 
level, direction satisfying, but do think can give it poke here 
and there. 


Mirror- Robert Coleman- authors have pertinent things 
to say and they say them amusingly, Stars will even be better 
when their timing improves in this top-notch hit, 


Post- Wilella Waldorf- good show, but not pre-advertised 
sensation of the decade. Starts slowly but once underway gains 
momentum fast, Third act particularly diverting and also pretty 
exciting stuff, 


World Telegram- Burton Rascoe- instructive, witty, wise 
and bright satire. Acting especially commendable in quality pro- 
duction by intelligent and clever showmen, 


Sun- Ward Morehouse- hardly playwriting masterpiece as 
advance reports promised, somewhat too long, begins to wobble 
in second act and can stand some judicious cutting, But does 
have lots to say, says it well, expertly played and directed, 


Journal American-Robert Garland- the smash hit which 
season has been waiting, destined to delight both brighter and 
better customers till most of it comes true. Very funny, very 
serious and very well done play, 


PM- Louis Kronenberger- Not really a play at all,a 
show bristling with wisecracks, much of it slick, much of it 
breezy, some of it corny. Virtually flawless production played 
to hit, altogether an enjoyable evening that between and through 
laughs gets said something that greatly needs to be said. 


LATE NYC 


NEWS & 


REVIEWS 


LATE NYC NEWS: 7 30 PM Wed curtain will be re- 
tained for full season by Phoenix after poll of 600 subscribers 
showed they favored early start 2 tol... Fayne Blackburn to 
replace Patricia Bright, A Thurber Carnival, who resigned 
after she claims management had notified her she would sub 
for Peggy Cass for two weeks but then signed Alice Ghostley 
...-Camelot reports advance sale of $4 million... Actors 
Equity ruled that its members cannot work in Greenwich Vil- 
lage coffee house theatre productions for less than Off Broad- 
way minimum salaries, NY Fire Dept closed Take 3, 149 
Bleecker St where revue Stewed Prunes was being presented, 
Coffee house was closed for several fire violations, Three 
person revue-Lynda Segal, Richard Libertini, McIntyre Dixon- 
which opened Oct 13 at Take 3 will be presented instead at 
Circle in theSquare Fris at 12 midnight and Mons at 8 40 PM. 
.-..Richard Barr's twin bill of The American Dream and Bar- 
tleby postponed from Nov 28 to Jan...The Fantasticks cast" 
to vacation Nov 3 week while Palm Beach, Fla, company pre- 
views their production headed for Royal Poinciana Playhouse 
.-.-Arnette Jens has returned to The Balcony... Joyce Buli - 
fant to portray ingenue lead in Whisper to Me... Bill Tab- 
bert to play opposite Benay Venuta in A Tree Grows inBrock- 
lyn ... Cecil Taylor and his quartet to appear in The Conn- 
ection for the next three weeks while regular musicians' 
of the cast will appear in film currently being made in NY, 


The 49th Cousin- Ambassador- 10/27. 2 pro- Times, 
News- filed new new comedy starring Menasha Skulnik by 
Florence Lowe and Caroline Francke directed by Jack Smight 
for Theatre Guild- George Kondolf with Martha Scott, Gerald 
Hiken, Eli Mintz, Marian Winters, Evans Evans, Affirmative 
voters agreed with majority that script was weak vehicle for 
talents of one of theatre's greatest clowns, Taubman, Times 
noted that Skulnik gives a peerless performance as Skulnik in 
a vehicle that with taste might have been a Yiddish "Life With 
Father" but is instead a series of vaudeville turns connected 
by a desultory story line, Times man recommended it because 
it provides star with some diverting material for his brand of 
clowning. Chapman, News, was sole critic to like charming , 
warm, sweet family comedy with fine cast headed by Skulnik , 
one of the most accomplished and most lovable comedians left 
alive. Negative side headed by Kerr, Herald Tribune, who felt 
Skulnik almost convinced him but feared the play would have 
seemed slightly retarted to World War I audiences and_ the 
laughs don't come big enough because they were laughed out 
years ago. Mirror, aisle-sitter Coleman agreed with Watts, 
Post, that Skulnik deserved better material, Latter added 
that all of Skulnik's skill and warmth of humanity cannot trans- 
form his role into a sympathetic character or the play into an 
entertaining comedy, Though McClain, Journal American, ad- 
mitted star can do no wrong as far as he is concerned, he can 
err apparently in his choice of plays, this a small and wobbly 
single-situation idea which does not stretch gracefully to the 
length of a conventional evening of theatre. Aston, World 
Telegram & Sun, feared authors were content in exhibiting 
only fundamental affection shining on troubles, Both Coleman, 
Mirror and Aston, WTS, reported opening night audience en- 
joyed proceedings even if they didn't, 
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